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SUBJECT: EDITORIAL COMMENT ON KIM DONG-JO CONGRESSIONAL 
RESOLUTION 

FOLLOWTNG IS TEXT OF LEAD EDITORIAL IN WASHINGTON POST 
MAY 24: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

MUTUAL FACE-SAVING 

LOOK UPON THE CONTEST BETWEEN CONGRESS AND SOUTH KOREA 
OVER THE TESTIMONY OF KIM DONG JO AS AN EXERCISE IN MUTUAL 
FACE-SAVING. CONGRESS, TO SAVE ITS FACE, NEEDS TO SHOW 
ICAN RIGOROUSLY INVESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF LEGAL AND 
ETHICAL VIOLATIONS BY ITS OWN MEMBERS. HENCE ITS EFFORT 
TO OBTAIN TESTIMONY FROM AMBASSADOR KIM, SUSPECTED OF 
PASSING CASH TO AS MANY AS 10 CURRENT REPRESENTATIVES. 

BUT KOREA, TO SAVE ITS FACE, NEEDS TO SHOW IT CANNOT BE 
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COMPELLED BY THREATS OF AN AID CUTOFF TO WAIVE ITS 
TREATY-PROTECTED RIGHT OF DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY AND DELIVER 
UP THE ENVOY. HENCE KOREA’S REFUSAL SO FAR TO MAKE 
AMBASSADOR KIM AVAILABLE UNDER TERMS ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
HOUSE. 

THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE AS WE 
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UNDERSTAND IT, HAS BEEN TRYING TO MOVE TOWARD THAT JOINT 
OBJECTIVE. TO THAT END, THE COMMITTEE YESTERDAY DENIED 
THE PLEA OF SPECIAL COUNSEL LEON JAWORSKI TO REPORT OUT 
A RESOLUTION WITHHOLDING NON-ECONOMIC AID UNTIL SOUTH 
KOREA COUGHS UP THE AMBASSADOR FOR INTERROGATION UNDER 
OATH. THAT WAS EXCESSIVELY BLUNT. THE VIENNA CONVENTION, 

A TREATY, GUARANTEES DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. THE UNITED 
STATES SHOULD NOT EXPECT ANOTHER COUNTRY TO YIELD ITS 
PROTECTIONS. NOR SHOULD THE UNITED STATES SET A 
PRECEDENT THAT COULD EXPOSE ITS OWN ENVOYS. RATHER, THE 
COMMITTEE FOCUSED ON AN APPROACH CALLING ON SEOUL TO 
PROVIDE AMBASSADOR KIM AND SUGGESTING, BUT NOT MANDATING, 
THAT IF SEOUL DOES NOT PROVIDE HIM ON TERMS HELPFUL TO THE 
HOUSE INQUIRY. THE HOUSE WILL TAKE THAT INTO ACCOUNT WHEN 
DEALING WITH AID. 

SUCH LANGUAGE IS NOT THE STIFFEST, BUT IT COULD, WE 
BELIEVE. PROVIDE MR. JAWORSKI WITH THE QUOTE MUSCLE FROM 
CONGRESS UNQUOTE HE HAS INSISTED HE NEEDS. IN ANY EVENT, 

THE WAY AMERICANS READ A HOUSE RESOLUTION IS NOT SO 
IMPORTANT AS THE WAY KOREANS READ IT. THE LANGUAGE IS 
BEING DESIGNED TO ENABLE KOREA TO RESPOND POSITIVELY 
WITHOUT AN UNACCEPTABLE LOSS OF PRESTIGE. THERE IS AN 
ELEMENT OF PRESSURE, FOR WHICH AMERICANS NEED NOT APOLOGIZE, 
BUT THERE IS AN ELEMENT OF RESPECT. TOO. 
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WITH STRONG HOUSE APPROVAL FOR THIS APPROACH THE ONUS 
WILL THEN BE ON THE KOREANS. CAN THEY REALLY WISH TO 
HAVE THE WHOLE RANGE OF THEIR RELATIONS WITH THEIR PRINCI- 
PAL PATRON TREATED FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD IN THE LIGHT 
OF A REFUSAL TO SATISFY THE REQUIREMENTS OF A LEGITIMATE 
INQUIRY, ONE PROVOKED BY THEIR OWN BEHAVIOR? IT IS NOT, 

AFTER ALL, AS THOUGH PAYOFFS TO LEGISLATORS WERE NORMAL 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITIES OF A SORT MEANT TO BE PROTECTED BY 
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY. IF THE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST AMBASSADOR 
KIM ARE AS FLIMSY AND UNFOUNDED AS HIS DEFENDERS AVER, 

HIS INCONVENIENCE SHOULD BE SLIGHT. AND IF THAT TURNS 
OUT TO BE NOT SO SLIGHT, THEN SURELY IT WILL BE 
WORTH KOREA'S LONG-TERM WHILE TO DO WHAT IT CAN TO ENSURE 
THAT SMOOTH KOREAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS ARE RESTORED. 

END TEXT 

CHRISTOPHER 
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